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– This year for the holiday season, Albany County Family Court is ensuring a merry Christmas
for families throughout the region. The Court is reaching out to the families it serves through
its seventh annual Adopt-a-Family program.The program is organized through the Children’s
Center at the Family Court, which provides a safe environment for children to play and learn
while their parents are dealing with court matters. Dionne Blackshear-Thomas, the director of
the Center, was the first to see a need for the program.“Unfortunately, I see a lot of families in
situations which don’t give them the opportunity to have a traditional holiday celebration. After
a couple of parents asked if I knew of anyone who could help them out at this time of year, I
decided to organize the program,” Blackshear-Thomas said.In its founding, the program was
completely funded by the Center’s Board of Directors, who reached into their own pockets for
the funds. Each year since, the Center has partnered with other organizations to sponsor
about 15 families a year. However, Blackshear-Thomas has had trouble finding willing donors
in recent years, and this year the program will only be able to reach ten families.“The donors
have been dwindling. We would love to see the program grow and have the opportunity to
help more and more families each year,” Blackshear-Thomas said.The Capital Region law
firm Tully Rinckey, PLLC is one of the organizations involved in the program this year.“We
saw a wonderful opportunity to give a family the Christmas they deserve. The Family Court
Children’s Center provides such a great service to kids by giving them an opportunity to
escape from the adversarial atmosphere that can develop in Court.” said Greg T. Rinckey,
managing partner of Tully Rinckey, PLLC. “I hope other organizations follow our lead and
sponsor a family through the Center next year.”Members of Tully Rinckey will drop off the gifts
for their family at the Albany Family Court Children’s Center at 11 a.m. tomorrow.

