Chapter 7

Debtors shackled by unsecured debts, such as credit card bills, medical bills, and personal
loans, can free themselves from these financial burdens by filing for Chapter 7 bankruptcy.
Under Chapter 7, a bankruptcy court can discharge a debtor’s unsecured debts, meaning
they are forgiven forever and creditors can no longer attempt to collect on them.How We

Can Help
Call Tully Rinckey PLLC to schedule a free

initial consultation with an experienced bankruptcy attorney in Rochester, NY. With our help,
you can file for Chapter 7 and trigger an automatic stay that forces creditors to cease
harassing collection calls and other collection efforts so long as you are behind the
bankruptcy court’s shield.Tully Rinckey PLLC can help debtors in New York’s Finger Lakes
region by performing the following:Determining Chapter 7 eligibility by performing means test
calculations;
Preparing the Chapter 7 petition;
Identifying exempt and non-exempt assets for liquidation purposes;
Pinpointing dischargeable debts;
Representing the debtor at the meeting of creditors, where his or her attendance is required;
Advising the debtor on pre- and post-petition asset management to minimize the threat of
bankruptcy litigation;
Seeking injunctions over monetary sanctions against creditors who violate the automatic stay;
and
Fighting creditor claims of preferential treatment or fraudulent transfers.

Requirements
To be eligible for Chapter 7, debtors must pass what is referred to as a “means test.” This
test, which is designed to prevent abuse of the bankruptcy system, requires Chapter 7
debtors to have a median income for the six-month period preceding the filing that is less than
the median income for a similarly sized family in the same geographic area. There are certain
exceptions to this general rule, such as those based on the debtor’s disposable income, and
you should consult with a bankruptcy attorney to see if any apply to you.Other requirements
include the completion of a certified creditor counseling course prior to filing and of a personal

financial management course after filing. The debtor must also attend a meeting of creditors.
The bankruptcy attorneys at Tully Rinckey PLLC in Rochester, N.Y. can serve debtors and
creditors throughout New York’s Finger Lakes region, including Batavia, Geneseo, Rochester,
Canandaigua, Albion, Waterloo, Lyons, Warsaw, and Penn Yan. To schedule a free
consultation with a bankruptcy lawyer, call us at 585-492-4700 or e-mail at
info@1888law4life.com
. Click here
to view a video about our consultation process.

For urgent legal matters, call us 24 hours a day, seven days a week at 518-727-3593. We are
responsive to the needs of our current and prospective clients and will respond to phone calls
within business hours.
We respond to e-mails within business hours on the same day. For the quickest response,
call us.
During normal business hours, our client relations team can help put potential clients in
contact with lawyers who can address their legal concerns. Anyone who calls or e-mails us
after hours should expect to hear from us during the next business day.

